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September 2, 2025
Mr. Stamshalov’s dissertation p a detailed and highly original account of migration from South-
Eastern Kazakl during a particularly formative period in the history of Soviet Kazakhstan. Focusing
primarily on two regions, Zhetysu (Semirechie) and Semipalatinsk, he details the of people

across national, republican and regional borders in this tumultuous era. From South-Eastern Kazakhstan,
migrants fled to Xinjiang (China). They also fled to a neighboring republic, Kyrgyzstan, as well as within
Kazakhstan itself to different regions of the republic.

AsMr. S halov d this population movement was prompted by civil war, as well as the
policies of the new Soviet state including collectivization and the forced sedenterization of nomadic
peoples. Migrants themselves also played an important role in determining their own fate. Both the civil
war period and the period of collectivization were accompanied by hunger and famine. Migrants fled to
find better living conditions or, alternately, to seek refuge and plot reprisals against the Soviet state. In
this sense, Mr. Stamshalov’s dissertation is not just a history of migration. It also provides important
insights into how many Kazakhs resisted the Soviet state’s most draconian policies.

The dissertation proceeds chronologically through the topic of migration. The first section of the
dissertation focuses on the causes and consequences of refugee movement in South-Eastern Kazakhstan
in the period 1918-1926. This period is primarily a history of Kazakh flight to Xinjiang (China), and Mr.
Stamshalov illustrates how a variety of institutions, including the Provisional Government of Russia, as
well as the Central Executive Committee of the Turkestan ASSR, became involved in the work of
assisting and repatriating refugees from this region. In this period, Xinjiang was ruled by a succession of
warlords, who often chose to ally the region more closely with the Russian empire/Soviet state than
Republican China. Mr. Stamshalov’s work then is not simply about migration. Rather, it also provides
scholars with important insights into foreign affairs. It charts the evolving relationship between the
authorities in Xinjiang and the authorities in the Soviet Union in this period, as they debated the fate of
migrants from Kazakhstan.

The second section of the dissertation focuses on the period 1926-1933 when the Soviet state’s
increasingly radical inventions, like changes in land management systems, collectivization and
sedentarization, began to fundamentally alter the nature of Kazakh nomadic life. These policies led many
Kazakbhs to flee, both within the republic itself, as well as to a neighboring republic Kyrgyzstan that did
not experience the same level of repression. Cross-border flight to Xinjiang continued as well, and the
author compares the fate of the two groups (those who fled to Xinjiang vs. those to fled to Xinjiang).

The final section of the dissertation focuses on the period 1933-1936. Here, Mr. Stamshalov focuses on
the social q of this groundswell of migration. He details the demographic and societal
consequences (like the growth of orphaned children). He also details the efforts of Soviet authorities to
return some of these refugees to Kazakhstan.




tamshalov’s dissertation is based upon impressive and very th h in three countries,
tan, the Russian Federation and the Kyrgyz Republic. He has worked with the major

ies in each country (including, notably, the secret police archives in Kazakhstan), as well as a

of smaller regional archives that are often little used by scholars. The source base alone makes

issertation an outstanding contribution to the scholarly literature.

, I see this dissertation as a very valuable contribution. It contributes to multiple areas of
hcludmg mlgmlon studies, border studies, the history of foreign affairs, as well as the study of
ance during the Soviet era. In Western scholarship, most scholars of Soviet history who write
the interwar period (the period the study from roughly 1917-1939) have concentrated their analysis
tion on the Soviet Union’s west. Very little is known about the population movement
m the Soviet east during the same time period, as well as how this movement might have
with Republican China. [ d the author for producing this important study.

h nulhor swork is wonhy of the PhD, and I hope that more of the author’s scholarship will
id to outside of K
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Epkin ynbi C «K; OHTY ipiHaeri kewi-
KOH: Tapuxbi MeH caBakTapi (1918-1936 #0K.)» AUCCEPTaUMACHIHA PeLieHINA
2025 xbinFbi 02 KbIpKyHeK
Cramwancs Mbip3a e3iHi{ auccep ina Kenecrik K; Kansin

epexLue MaHbI3abl keseriHAe OHTyCTik-Lbifblc KasakcTaHHaH KeLUi-KOH TYpanb! TONbIK XaHe eTe
epexiwe ecen yooiHapkl. XKeticy PKeTicy) xaHe Cemeit kananapbiHbiy eki eHipiHe Gaca Hasap

aynapa oTbipbin, ABTOP OCbl anacansipaH Asyipae YNTTBIK, pecny KoHe
eHipnik p ap 0 Tonbik cunatTangsl. OHTyCTik-Wbirsic KasakcTaHHaH
in-KOHY p (MurpakTTap) LU (KbiTait) kawsin keTTi. CoHpaii-ak onap kepwinec

KblprolacTa PecnyGnukacelia xaHe KasakcTaHHbiH 3 aymarbiHaars! TYPNi eHipnepre Kawbin
KeTTi.

CramianoB Mbip3a KepceTKeH/ieN, XanblKTblH KOHbIC ayAapybiHa asamar Cofbicsl, coHpait-aK
KaHa KEHEC MeMneKeTiHiH CascaTbl, COHbIH iWiHAe YKBIMAACTEIPY MEeH Kewneni xaneikrapasl
KyWTen OTbIpbiKWhINangsipy ceben Gonabl. Kewin-koHywsiNapasi e3pepi pe Tafabipnapbid
aHbITayaa MaHbi3abl Pen aTkapabl. A3amar COfbiChl Aa, YKBIMAACTEIPY Ke3eHi Ae xannaii
aWapLWbINBIKNEH KaTap xypai. Kewin-KoHywsinap eH xakcol emip cypy Xargainapbid isgen
HEMECE KEHEC MemnekeTiHe Kapchl apekeTTepAi AaibiHAay YWiH naHa i3aen Kawein KeTTi.
OcbiraH BainaHbIcTel CTaMWanos Mbip3aHblH AVCCEPTAUMACH KeLWI-KOH Tapuxkl faHa emec,
COHBIMEH KaTap KeHeC MEeMneKeTiHi{ eH KaTbired CascaTbiHa KaHWa KasakTblH Kapcoinbik
KepceTKeHi Typansl MaHei3asl aknapaT Gepeni.

[VicCepTaLMA KelWi-KOH TakIpbIBbiHA 8PHANFAH X@HE XDOHONOMMANBIK TOPTINTE KypbinFaH.
[LucceprauusHbiy GipiHwi Genimi 1918-1926 xoinaap keaeHiHae OKtycTik-LWsifbic KasakcTaHaa
BocKEIHAAPABIH KOHLIC ayAap pi MeH cangap apl . Byn xeseH, eH
anabiMeH, kasakrapabiH LWeiHkanra (Koitad) kawy Tapuxbid kepceteni xeHe Cramwanos
Mbip3a Peceiai YaksiTa ykimeTiH, coHpai-ak TypkicTaH AKCP OpTanbik atkapy KOMUTETIH

Koca ina, sprypni paiH ockl bl GOCKBIHAAPFA KOMEK KepeeTy xeHe
onapasl penaTpMauMAnay KYMbICTApbiHa Kanail KaTbickaHbiH cypetTeiinl. Byn kesenae
LblHKaHAb! KE3EKTi acKkepu ywinep onap kebil Pecny Kt

emec, Peceit umnepuacsiMeH/KEHEC MeMNeKeTIMEH Tbifbl3 bIHTLIMAKTaCTbIKTEl HeH KepAi.
O p: { TeK i-koHFa FaHa apl . On coHbiMeH
karap f Anap P p Typansl MaHei3ael aknapat Gepeai. Owaa
KasakcTaHHaH Kenred KelU-KOHYWBINapabi bIH T y keseHiHae LU { Guniri

men Kenec Oaarb Guniri apacsiHAaFbl KaTblHacTapAbiK AaMmybl Typans! anTbinagsl.

[uccepTaumaHbif eKiHwi GeniMi KEHeC MeMneKeTiHiH Xepre OpHanacTeipy KyneciHaeri
earepicTep, YKLIMGACTLIPY BHE OTHIPbIKWSI 6MIp CanTbiHa Kewy CUAKTS! TyGereini
KaHaWBINABIKTAPE! Ka3aKTapAsIK kewneni eMipiHiK cunatsik TyGereini esrepte Gacraran 1926-
1933 xbinaap KeseHiHe apHanFaH. byn cascar pecnyBnukaHbiH esiHge e, MyHRal KyfbiH-
cypriHre ywbipamaraH kepuwinec Kelpfbi3cTaH pecnybnukacoiHa Aa KadakTapabiH MexSypni
TYPAE Kauly ekengi. WelHxaH KawWwy Aa XanfFacTsl XeHe aBTop exi
TonTbiH (LWbixaHFa kawkanaap, WeiHkak cani




DNuccepTaunsHei conrbl Genimi 1933-1936 xwbingap Ke3eHiHe apHanFaH. Onpga Cramwanos
Mbip3a OChl KOWI-KOHHLIH BCyiHiH sneymeTTiK canaapsiHa Gaca Hasap aypapagbl. AsTop
NeMOrpatMAnBIK XeHe eNeyMmeTTik 3apaanTapabl (Meicansl, KETIMAEp CaHbiHblH apTybl),
coMpaii-aK KeHac eximeTiHiy Gyn GocksiaapAbiK Gip Genirin Kasakctaxfa KaiiTapy epekeTTepiH
WaH-KaKTbl CUNaTTanab!. b

Cramwanos Mbip3amHbly AuccepTaunacel yw enge: KasakcTawaa, Peceit depepaumaceiHaa
woHe Kpiprois PecnyBnuKachiHaa XyprisinreH ecepni XsHe eTe MYKWAT 3epTTeynepre
Werianenres. AsTop @p engeri e ipi penosuTopuitnepmer (atan anTkaHpa, KasakcraHHbiH
KYNWA NONUUMACHIHBLIK MYparaTbliH Koca anfaHaa), coHgan-aK mamaHaap xui KonaaxGanTeiH

pkatap warbiH an myparaTTapmeH Xymbic icteni. [epexkes GasaceiHbiH 63l Gyn
AVCCepTaLMAHB FuinbiMu aaeGueTke KBpHEeKTi ynec Kocaas!.

MeH, KeH MarbiHaaa Gyn AMCCEpTAUMAHbI epekue KyHabl YNeC peTiHae KapacTsipambiH. On
SpTypni 3epTTey cananapbiHa, COHbIH iWiHAe KewWi-KOH, Lekapanblk 3epTreynepre,
(apansik Katel p Tap \ aK keHec AeyipiHgeri ayein TYpFeHAAPLIHBIR
KapCsiNsiFbiH 3epTTeyre ynec kocaasl. Cofbic apanbik Ke3eHi Typanki xasaTelH (wamameH 1917-
1939 XbINAAP) KEHEC TapuXbiHbi 3epTTeywinepiHii kenwiniri BaTbic fuinbiMK eHexTepinae
Kexec OparbiHbiH GaTbichiHaarsl Kewi-KOH Typanel Tanaaynapfa BafbiTTagsl. Con yaksiT
apanuifbiHaa Kenec OparbiHbiH WHIFLICHIHAAFLI XanobiKTbiH KOHLIC ayaapysi, coHpait-ag Gyn
KOHbIC aypapy pecnybnukansik KoitailMeH Kapbim-KaTbiHacka Kanawn acep eTkeHi Typansl eTe a3
ManimeT Gap. ABTOPFa OCkl MaHbI3/ibl IEPTTEYAi AaiibiHAGFaHb! YILIH anFbiCkIMAL! Ginaipemin.

y exberi pokTopnblK AP iHe naiiblk Aen ecenTedMiH XaHe XakbiH apana
QABTOPABIK FoiNbIMU eH( PiHiH kenwiniri K THIC f i KomkeTiMgi
Gonaasi AeN CEHEMIH.
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